REGILDING THE CRESCENT
population of some 32,000,000), were represented
at The Hague Conference of 1907. The
delegates of the forty-two States represented at
that Conference were the spokesmen of but
700,000,000 people, and the Mohammedan
population of the world probably exceeds
250,000,000. Puny States like Costa Rica
(with 350,000 inhabitants) and Montenegro
(with 230,000) were summoned to the Con-
ference, but no such invitation was extended to
Morocco, with a population of 10,000,000, or to
Afghanistan, with 5,000,000. Such is the
present status of Islam. For eight centuries it
stood for the learning, culture and science of the
world, pushing the frontiers of its dominions to
the shores of the Atlantic and to the banks of
the Indus, and with its fleets scouring the
Indian and China seas and holding the Mediter-
ranean at its mercy. It carried civilisation to
the wilds of Malaysia. It made its cities homes
of learning, the goal of students from every
land. Undaunted by the panic of invasion, the
Moslems drove millions of Crusaders off their
lands. Less than four centuries ago, in an age
of great rulers, Suleyman the Magnificent ot
Turkey was worthy to rank with the greatest of
the Tudors, with Charles V., with Francis I., and
with the Great Mogul. Here is a fall indeed.
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